SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:  
Mayor and Deputy Mayor of Sandy Town Council


Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Finance and General Purposes Committee


All Members of Finance and General Purposes Committee

There will be a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee to be held on Monday 13th December 2004 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.











T N Stewart

6th December 2004







Clerk to the Council

AGENDA

1. APOLOGIES

2. TO RECEIVE STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM 

MEMBERS











(a) Prejudicial interests.

(b)  Personal interests.

3. PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT BY 

(7.30pm)
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL











(ANY PLANS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT BY SANDY TOWN COUNCIL WILL BE ON DISPLAY IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM FROM 7.15 P.M. ONWARDS AND MEMBERS ARE REQUESTED TO VIEW THESE PRIOR TO THIS ITEM).

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)
4. MINUTES









(7.40pm)

To sign the Minutes of the Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 1st November 2004 and as approved/amended and adopted by Full Council Meeting held on Monday 6th December 2004. (PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED)

5. MATTERS ARISING








(7.45pm)

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)

6. POSITION OF OUTSTANDING AUTHORISED/CONTRACTED WORKS  
(8.00pm)

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)


7. CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 2005/2006





(8.05pm)

To approve the calendar of meetings for 2005/2006.

(COPY ATTACHED)


8. CCTV IN SANDY - MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL PROVISION

(8.10pm)

To receive and consider the Deputy Clerk's report. 
(COPY ATTACHED)


9. ANNUAL ESTIMATES 2005/2006






(8.20pm)

To consider Lists of Special Items - Revenue, Repairs and Renewals and Capital Expenditure proposed by the Audit Committee for inclusion in the Annual Estimates for 2004/2005 and to confirm the order of priority for those items so approved for submission to the Annual Estimates and Precept Meeting of the Council due to be held on Monday 26th January 2004.


(COPY ATTACHED)
 

10. PRESS RELEASE








(8.45pm)

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

DATE/REF
APPLICANT
DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
MID BEDS NOTIFIED
MID BEDS DECISION

2.12.04

138/04


04/02182/FULL

O2 (UK) Ltd

5 Reynoldston Close

Brackmills Ind Estate

Northampton

NN4 7BX
Full application for the construction of 17.1m high steel lattice radio tower with 6 panel antennae, 2 dish antennae, 3 equipment cabinets and ancillary development at land at New Road, Sandy, Beds.

F & G P

13.12.04


6.12.04

139/04


04/02173/FULL

Mr Bowry

38 St Neots Road

Sandy

SG19 1LG
Full application for the erection of a detached garage at 38 St Neots Road, Sandy, Beds

Near neighbours 36,40 St Neots Road, 1 Windsor Way and 5 Mills Walk, Sandy notified

F & G P

13.12.04
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FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE - 20.9.2004

5.  MATTERS ARISING

* (a) Planning Application 41\2001\1683 Fallowfield Estate, Shop, houses etc. (5.12.01) (F41/01)


No further information received.

(b) Possible appointment of a Town Manager/Project Officer (5.4.04) (F73/03)


Cllr Aldis to report on progress with S.A.N.D.Y. Ltd.

(c) Periodic Electoral Review - Final Recommendations of the Boundary Committee for England - Changes to Parish/Town Council Electoral Arrangements (16.8.04) (F30/04)

The decision of the Electoral Commission has been previously circulated to Members.  The four wards in Sandy will be named Beeston, Ivel, Fallowfield and Pinnacle.

(d) Farmers' Market (1.11.04) (F45/04).

As requested the Deputy Clerk has been in contact with the organiser and manager of Ampthill Town Council's Farmers, Penny Francis. 

The initial setting up of the market was instigated by Mid Beds District Council who contacted the local producers and organised input from Environmental Health and Trading Standards. Ampthill then took over the management of the market, they provide the stalls, ensure that labelling and weighing etc. conform to Trading Standards regulations and also do the day to day administration and advertising.  Ampthill provide the stalls and Penny Francis has them set up and provides sheets to cover them.  She is on site from 8.00am in the morning. She emphasised that once set up the markets are not difficult to run but are very time consuming and require a substantial commitment.

If a market was established in Sandy the timing of it would have to be carefully calculated so that it fitted in with the other markets around.  In that way the stall holders would be more likely to take a stall in Sandy and would bring with them an established customer base.

The Ampthill Market is held on the last Saturday of each month and the Deputy Clerk has arranged to visit one of them in the near future.
 
(e) Annual Report (01.11.04) (F47/04)

Production costs for the proposed Annual Report and for a doubling in size of the current Newsletter were sought. 

Annual Report  
5,000 copies as draft

£736.00

Newsletter

4,000 copies 8 sides A4
£980.00

In addition there will be delivery costs for each newsletter, which was budgeted in 2004/2005 at around £80.00 per issue.
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5.  MATTERS ARISING

(f) Annual Report - Production Deadlines (01.11.04) (F49/04)

A Draft copy of the proposed Annual Report is presented for the approval of Committee. (COPY ATTACHED) 

Committee is requested to receive and consider the revised production deadlines. (COPY ATTACHED)

(g) Trafalgar Weekend 21st - 23rd October 2005  (01.11.04) (F52/04)

Despite publicising the event there have been no further suggestions as to the type of celebration that might take place.

* EXEMPT INFORMATION - SECTIONS (9/12) OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) ACT 1985.  THE PRESS AND PUBLIC MAY BE REQUESTED TO RETIRE FROM THE MEETING DURING CONSIDERATION OF THIS ITEM
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

       FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE - 1.11.2004
5. MATTERS ARISING 

(f) Annual Report - Production Deadlines (01.11.04) (F49/04)

Early January 2005

Meeting of Sub-Committee to receive and approve articles, copy etc.

By 21st January 2005

Meeting to finalise all content.

31st January 2005

Draft copy to go to F & GP Committee Meeting for Approval.

2nd February 2005

Final approved Copy to go to Lion Press.

11th February 2005

First proof from Lion Press to Editor.

15th February 2005 

First proof to be returned to Lion Press.

22nd February 2005

Final proof to Editor.


28th February 2005

Final proof to be returned to Lion Press

11th March 2005

Publication Date

14th March 2005

Members collect their copies while at F & GP Committee.

25th to 28th March 2005
Easter

3rd April 2005


Delivery to have been completed by Members (3 weekends available)

25th April 2005

Annual Parish Meeting 
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6.  POSITION OF OUTSTANDING AUTHORISED CONTRACTED WORKS


2004/2005
(2) Capital Expenditure

(a) Purchase of Ramps for loading L.D.V. Vehicle

TFL Truck Fitments in Bedford have stated that they will honour the quotation they provided in June for the construction of suitable ramps.  The cost is £720.00, an increase of  £268.00 on the last estimate of £452.00.

Committee is requested for further instructions and, if the current quote is to be accepted, the source of the £268.00.
(3) Repairs and Renewals Expenditure

(a) Set of Vehicular Gates to Bedford Road Recreation Ground

Verbal report from Cllr Gale.

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE - 13.12.04



7. CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 2005/2006
2005

Mon
02.05.05

Bank Holiday
Mon
09.05.05

Town Council (Annual Meeting)

Mon
16.05.05

Finance & General Purposes

Wed
25.05.05

Sandy Enhancement Group 

Mon
30.05.05

Bank Holiday

Mon
06.06.05

Planning, Parks & Open Spaces

Mon
20.06.05

Town Council

Mon
27.06.05

Finance & General Purposes

Mon
04.07.05

Staffing

Mon
11.07.05

Planning, Parks & Open Spaces

Mon
13.07.05

Sandy Enhancement Group

Mon
01.08.05

Town Council

Mon
15.08.05

Finance & General Purposes

Mon
29.08.05

Bank Holiday

Mon
05.09.05

Planning, Parks & Open Spaces

Wed
07.09.05

Sandy Enhancement Group

Mon
12.09.05

Town Council

Mon
19.09.05

Finance & General Purposes

Mon
26.09.05

Audit

Mon
10.10.05

Planning, Parks & Open Spaces

Mon
24.10.05

Town Council

Mon
31.10.05

Finance & General Purposes

Mon
07.11.05

Audit

Sun
13.11.05

Remembrance Sunday
Mon
14.11.05

Staffing
Wed
16.11.05

Sandy Enhancement Group

Mon
21.11.05

Planning, Parks & Open Spaces

Mon
05.12.05

Town Council

Mon
12.12.05

Finance & General Purposes

Sun
25.12.05

Christmas Day

Mon
26.12.05

Boxing Day

Tues
27.12.05

Bank Holiday

2006

Sun
01.01.06

New Year's Day

Mon
02.01.06

Bank Holiday

Mon
09.01.06

Planning, Parks & Open Spaces

Mon
16.01.06

Town Council

Mon
23.01.06

Town Council (Estimates)

Mon
30.01.06

Finance & General Purposes

Mon
06.02.06

Planning Parks & Open Spaces

Wed
15.02.06

Sandy Enhancement Group
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7. CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 2005/2006 (CONT)

Mon
27.02.06

Town Council

Mon
06.03.06

Finance & General Purposes                   

Wed
15.03.06

Sandy Enhancement Group 

Mon
20.03.06

Staffing

Mon
27.03.06

Planning, Parks & Open Spaces 

Mon
10.04.06

Town Council

Fri
14.04.06

Good Friday

Sun
16.04.06

Easter Day

Mon
17.04.06

Bank Holiday

Mon
24.04.06

Annual Parish Meeting

Wed
26.04.06

Sandy Enhancement Group

Mon
01.05.06

May Day Bank Holiday

Mon
08.05.06

Town Council (Annual Meeting)

Mon
15.05.06

Finance & General Purposes

Mon
29.05.06

Bank Holiday
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8. CCTV IN SANDY - MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL PROVISION




CCTV coverage in Sandy is provided both by cameras that are fully funded by the Town Council (4½ cameras) and also cameras that are fully funded by Mid Beds District Council (11 cameras).  The coverage in Biggleswade is provided by cameras that are funded by Mid Beds District Council (9 cameras) who then require a contribution from Biggleswade Town Council.  In 2004/2005 that contribution was £5,870.00.

Mid Beds District Council is seeking to reduce the amount that it pays to fund the cameras in both Sandy and Biggleswade, either through a reduction of the amount paid to the provider and thus possibly a reduction in service, or by asking Sandy and Biggleswade Town Councils to contribute more to the costs.                                                                                                                           

Although the level of the cut in funding (if any) is not yet certain, and a lot more discussion has to be undertaken by that Council with Sandy Security, Members of the Town Council may want to take this into account during their consideration of the forthcoming proposed estimates.



SUPPORTING OR SUPPLEMENTARY
-NONE 
INFORMATION ATTACHED



   

ACTION REQUIRED



- FOR INFORMATION ONLY AT THIS
STAGE. FURTHER CONSIDERATION MAY BE REQUIRED IN DUE COURSE

S M Foster

Deputy Clerk to the Council

1st December 2004
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LISTS OF PROPOSED SPECIAL ITEMS OF EXPENDITURE FOR 2005/2006

 (a) Summary of Proposed Special Items of Expenditure from the Revenue Account
Priority 1 - Essential

Priority 2 - High Priority

Priority 3 - Desirable

Priority 4 - Low Priority

Priority 5 - Not recommended by Audit Committee

Stratford Road Depot
 

Lockable chemical storage container

New
£  160.00
Priority 1

The DSO groundstaff are allowed to use only a limited number of chemicals in their daily work.  However a risk assessment has highlighted the need for a lockable container for those materials which are used and stored on site at the Stratford Road Depot. This is a Health and Safety priority.


Bedford Road Recreation Ground

Re-surface hard play area

Repair
£4,190.00
Priority 1


Since the safety surfacing under the play equipment in the Bedford Road Recreation Ground has been replaced Members have expressed the wish to resurface the hardstanding play area to bring it up to the standard of the rest of the play area.  Mr Tombe of Mid Beds District Council has recommended that this should be swept clean, and a new surface applied.  Part of the cost of the work will be covered by the outstanding contribution of Section 106 money of  £2,811.00.

Although this treatment will, in Mr Tombe's words "give the surface a new lease of life" it will not necessarily provide an even surface and there may be problems with puddling.  In order to remedy this the surface would need to be planed off before replacement and a quotation of £6472.00 has been received for this.  

Sunderland Road Recreation Ground




(a) Football nets - Snr x 1 set
Replacement
£    55.00
Priority 1

(b) Football nets - Jnr x 1 set
Replacement
£    45.00
Priority 1

The nets need to be replaced through general wear and tear.
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9. ANNUAL ESTIMATES 2005/2006 (CONT)

Cricket Club

(a) Sisis motorised scarifier
Replacement
£2750.00
Priority 5






instead


(b) Hire of scarifier



£250.00
Priority 2

(c) Fairy ring treatment





   Unknown
   Priority 5

When asked to submit their Annual Estimate of proposed expenditure on the cricket wicket the Cricket Club requested the same amount for chemicals, fertilisers, seeds etc as for 2003.  However, they reiterated last year's request for the purchase of a new scarifier, which has been costed at £2750.00 (including 2 reels).  However the Audit Committee felt that it could not recommend this expenditure and asked that an amount of £250 be included in the estimates for the continued hire of a scarifier next year.

The Cricket Club also requested that treatment of Fairy Rings be investigated and the result of this investigation has been reported to Audit Committee, who felt that in view of the advice received they could not recommend specific treatment at this stage.







Cemetery


Repair to Stratford Rd Pedestrian Gate

Repair
£387.00
Priority 1

The pedestrian gate leading from Stratford Road into the Cemetery is now very difficult to open and close and this has led to several complaints from members of the public. The problem has been caused by the undermining of one of the gateposts (thus causing the gate to drop) by tree roots and the repair entails rebuilding the gatepost so that the gate will hang properly again.

Riddy

Repair to footbridge
Repair
£535.00
Priority 1

This bridge has been identified by the Ivel and Ouse Countryside team as being in need of repair.  Unfortunately because of the method of construction of the bridge and the width of the stream at this point the work cannot be undertaken safely by volunteers or by members of the Ivel and Ouse team.

Flower Bed

(a) Planting of middle bed/Faynes Corner
New
£1000.00
Priority 3

(b) Maintenance of above
New
£  800.00
Priority 3
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The middle rosebed at Faynes Corner is in need of replacement.  As Members are aware we have been advised that to plant more rosebushes in this area would be a wasted expenditure. The constant planting of roses over the last thirty years has led to a build up of the nematodes and viruses, which lead to rose replanting sickness.  Members requested that the investigation of the cost of planting a commemoration bed for VE/VJ day in this spot.  They also requested that S.E.G. be approached to find out if they would be able to find sponsorship for this bed.  S.E.G. have now indicated that they would not be able to help with sponsorship so the full cost at present would fall on the Town Council. However, S.E.G. have also expressed concerns about the area being changed to bedding plants and have suggested a permanent planted display of flowering shrubs, perhaps with a smaller area of roses planted in replacement soil.
Bowls Club

Replacement wiring to automatic sprinkler heads
Replacement
£  853.70
Priority ?

This item arose after the meeting of the Audit Committee and has therefore not been prioritised.  One of the sprinkler heads no longer works automatically because the wiring system running around the Bowling Green needs replacing.  The cost above includes the digging of a trench around three quarters of the Green by means of a mole plough and the installation of a cable. If the Town Council Groundsmen were employed to dig the trench the cost would reduce to around £250.00.  However, the Greenkeeper of the Bowls Club is opposed to
the use of the D.S.O. staff, he thinks that it would leave the banking of the Green uneven and unsightly and argues that it is an inefficient use of the men's time.
The Deputy Clerk has written to the Bowls Club to ask if they would be willing to contribute to the cost of the repair.

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE - 13.12.2004
9. ANNUAL ESTIMATES 2005/2006 (CONT)

(b) Summary of Proposed Special Expenditure from the Repairs and Renewals Fund

Priority 1 - Essential

Priority 2 - High Priority

Priority 3 - Desirable

Priority 4 - Low Priority

Priority 5 - Not recommended by Audit Committee
Stratford Road Depot

(a) Blades for Sisis slitter
Replacement
£  280.00
Priority 1

(b) Strimmer, Robin - Brushcutter
Replacement
£  430.00
Priority 1

Both these items are routine replacement items.  The blades for the Sisis slitter are subject to the effects of wear and tear and need replacement.  The Town Council has a rolling programme of replacing its strimmers when they reach the end of their lifespan, usually four years, owing to the amount of work they do.
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c) Summary of Proposed Special Items of Expenditure from the Capital Account

Priority 1 - Essential

Priority 2 - High Priority

Priority 3 - Desirable

Priority 4 - Low Priority

Priority 5 - Not recommended by Audit Committee
High Street Car Park

(a) Re-surfacing 2 footpaths into car park from High Street
New
£3500.00
Priority 2

(b) Additional double yellow lining, no parking lettering and no parking hatching
New
£  700.00
Priority 2

(a) The two footpaths into the car park have now been identified as belonging to the Town Council.  Several complaints about the poor condition of the surfaces have been received.  The quotation recommended by the Audit Committee entails breaking out and removing the old surface before replacing it with new tarmac.

(b) Members will be aware that the car park is becoming increasingly crowded during the working week.  Double yellow lines are requested for both sides of the entrance road to prevent cars parking on it or half on the verge alongside.

No parking lettering is requested to be placed alongside the yellow hatching in front of Belfry Court, cars park along it and form an obstruction or block legally parked cars.

No parking hatching is requested for the space alongside the "Sunshak".  This is not a parking area but vehicles park there, obstructing the disabled ramp access to the row of shops at Belfry Court.


Bedford Road Recreation Ground

(a) Re-surface footway around War Memorial and secure stone steps
Repair
£2217.00
Priority 1

(b) War memorial cleaning and refurbishing

Repair
£1100.00

Priority 2

(a) The stone steps leading to the War Memorial are unsteady and need to be re-fixed and while this work is being undertaken the opportunity to resurface the footway is also available.
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(b) Some of the names on the War Memorial are difficult to read and the Memorial itself is in need of cleaning, it would seem appropriate that this work should be undertaken in the year of the 60th Anniversary of the ending of World War II.

Sunderland Road Playing Field

Verti-draining entire field

New
£2300.00
Priority 3

Council Members are aware that the Sunderland Road Playing Field is poorly drained and in wet conditions becomes unusable.  One remedy, which has been suggested, is to verti-drain the entire field, with a specialist machine, which will spike to a depth of ten inches thus allowing surface water to drain through the soil more easily.  In order to gain maximum benefit the field should be dressed with sand after the verti-draining but this would cost several thousand pounds in addition to the quotation above.  However, we have been assured that the added depth of the professional spiking itself will improve the drainage.


Cllr Gurney has subsequently suggested that a more cost effective option may be to purchase a Sisis Javelin

Verti-drain machine at a cost of £8,450.00.  

In order to ascertain the best course of action for the Sunderland Road Playing Fields the Deputy Clerk 

contacted Mr Bob Chesham from Sisis who is familiar both with the Town Council's existing equipment and the conditions at Sunderland Road.  He advised that the present slitter owned by the Town Council was the best equipment for the job because the Javelin Machine would need a smaller tractor to pull it and the spikes do not go in to the ground as deeply (they only have a depth of 5"). 

Mr Chesham also said that in order to derive the most benefit the slitter ought to be used every two weeks. He said that in particular the slitter should be used in the spring as the ground is drying and then dressed with a sharp sand and either brushed into the ground or groomed using a Quadraplay machine. The cost of such a machine is around £3,000.00.  However, to dress the ground would take 400 tonnes of sand at a cost of between £7,000 and £11,000 pounds. Mr Chesham said that the only real solution to the problems at the Sunderland Road Playing Fields would be to install a proper drainage system. As Members know this is proposed in the new Pavilion scheme.

Sandy Security


(a) Replacement Camera for Bedford Road 

Recreation Ground
Replacement
£4300.00
Priority 2

(b) Infra red lighting  (three lights)
New
£3000.00
Priority 2


Members are aware that the security camera at the Bedford Road Recreation Ground is the oldest owned by the Town Council.  It has been suggested for replacement with a more sophisticated camera "Vicon Dome" camera. This can move the focus of the camera a full 360 degrees in just over a second.  It would also allow the setting up of areas of "Video Motion Detection" (VMD) whereby the camera would automatically focus in on any activity in a given area.  VMD can be employed with various criteria, e.g. time of day or area of 
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movement. In addition dome cameras can be set to "patrol" whereby the camera will move between selected focus points automatically, either in a random way or a pre-programmed circuit. It will not be possible to tell in which direction the camera is pointing and its motor is extremely quiet so its motion will not attract attention.

In order to maximise the usefulness of the camera Sandy Security have also supplied a quotation for the provision of Infra Red Floodlighting and would suggest that one be installed in the playground area, one by the pavilion and one to illuminate the area in between these two.
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